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ABSTRACT
The transition toward climate-neutral building stocks presents major challenges for the conservation of historic buildings. 

Balancing energy efficiency, sustainability, and heritage preservation requires interdisciplinary knowledge and accessible 

decision-support resources. The Knowledge HUB, developed by ICOMOS within the EU-funded FuturHist project, is a digital 

repository and collaborative platform that connects research, legislation, case studies, tools, and capacity-building materials 

related to sustainable retrofit solutions for historic buildings. The platform supports evidence-based decision-making and 

facilitates collaboration among heritage professionals, researchers, policymakers, and local communities. The Knowledge 

HUB is designed as a living and interdisciplinary platform that extends beyond the FuturHist project through continuous 

international collaboration and new contributions. By centralising knowledge resources and connecting stakeholders from the 

fields of heritage conservation, sustainability, and energy efficiency, the platform supports compatible retrofit solutions while 

contributing to climate action and the preservation of cultural heritage values. The HUB promotes reduced carbon emissions, 

improved decision-making processes, knowledge transfer across Europe and beyond.

WHY A KNOWLEDGE HUB? 

	 The Challenge 
•		 Knowledge on heritage retrofit is fragmented

•		 Difficult access to interdisciplinary resources 

•		 Lack of centralised references 

•		 Increasing pressure for energy retrofit 

•		 Need to balance conservation & energy efficiency

	 The Solution
	 The HUB creates a shared digital platform for: 

•		 Knowledge exchange

•		 Capacity building

•		 Evidence-based decision-making 

•		 International collaboration

•		 Sustainable heritage retrofit

STRUCTURE OF THE HUB:

Main Rescource Categories
•		 Literature (Scientific papers, reports, guidelines)

•		 Legislation (frameworks, regulations, policies)

•		 Best Practices (case studies, lessons learned)

•		 Capacity Building (webinars, e-learning) 

•		 Tools (desicion support systems, digital tools)

PLATFORM FEATURES:
•		 Curated and quality-checked resources 			

•		 Bibliographic records

•		 Full-text documents, videos 

•		 Links to external resources 

•	 Structured searchable categories 

•	 Stakeholder-oriended search functions  

SEARCH FUNCTIONS: 

Users can filter by:
•		 Categories				  
•		 Topics
•		 Resource types 
•		 Regions 

•		 Languages 
•		 Stakeholder groups 
•	 Free-text search

TARGET GROUPS: 

The Knowledge HUB supports:
•		 Heritage Professionals	 	
•		 Architects & engineers

•		 Researchers

•		 Energy consultants 

•		 Authorities

•		 Owners

•	 Policymakers

•	Local communities

THE KNOWLEDGE HUB AND MORE INFORMATION: 
Test the platform, explore resources, 									        Learn more about ISCES: 												             Learn more about FuturHIST:

and contribute new knowledge:										       
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Screenshot of the HUB homepage; you may also 

use the QR code below.


